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In 1969, Sylvia Rivera 1 stood at Stonewall. She was a Venezuelan and Puerto Rican 
trans woman, homeless, a street queen facing criminalisation for organi s ing across 
struggles . She understood something many would forget: liberation cannot be 
fragmented . A year after leading the Stonewall riots , she joined the Young Lords, 
a revolutionary organisation fighting for Puerto Rican self -determination and 
against colonialism  from the US . Her political understanding was clear: you cannot  
claim to  free some of us without freeing all of us. Queer  liberation will not be built 
without anti -racist liberation, without decolonial liberation, witho ut liberation for 
working people and migrants. Th is  understanding , that liberation cannot be 
fragmented , is what we mean by intersectionality.  

World Refugee Da y  –  or as migrant justice movements in Europe call it, Abolish 
Frontex Day  –  is on June  20 , the same month during which we  celebrate Pride. 
The EU celebrates LGBTIQ+ rights through parades and institutional rhetoric — 
positioning itself as the progressive force of the globe . Yet, the very same EU 
institutions have recently adopted  the Deportation Reg ulation, which will 
accelerate the exclusion , mass detention,  and deportation of raciali sed LGBTIQ+ 
asylum seekers  and migrants  to countries outside of Europe.    For racialised 
LGBTIQ+ asylum seekers, this contradiction is not abstract but deeply lived: while 
Europe celebrates Pride, it simultaneously strengthens the borders, detention 
regimes, and deportation systems that deny them protection and belonging .  

The EU has not always approached LGBTIQ+ rights as a matter of freedom, 
dignity, and self -determina tion.   At times, it has instrumentalised them to project 
an image of moral superiority, positioning Europe as enlightened and progressive 
while depicting countries in the Global Majority as inherently backward and in need 
of Western intervention.  This colonial narrative  obscures  a more uncomfortable 
reality: despite important gains secured through decades of struggle by LGBTIQ+ 
movements, queer people across Europe continue to face significant structural 
violence and exclusion.   

These harms are not experienced equally. Racialised LGBTIQ+ people often find 
themselves at the intersection of multiple systems of oppression : targeted by 
anti -gender and far -right movements, subjected to racial profiling and police 
violence, and forced to navigate asylum and migration systems that routinely 
dehumanise them. For racial ised LGBTIQ+ asylum seekers in particular, the 
contradiction is stark. While European institutions celebrate Pride and present 
themselves as defenders of equality, they simultaneously strengthen border, 
detention, and deportation regimes that place many qu eer migrants at risk of 
exclusion, precarity, and removal.   

 

1 https://lambdalegal.org/blogs/us_20230919_latinx -month -sylvia -rivera -trans -history - 
legacy/  
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They are increasingly intertwined through narratives that seek to defend an 
imagined European identity against supposedly external threats. In this 
framework, LGBTIQ+ rights are instrumentalised to justify racist and exclusionary 
policies, feminist languag e is deployed to stigmatise Muslim communities, and 
border violence is recast as the defence of European values .  

These developments are part of a broader architecture of racialised governance. 
Surveillance technologies, algorithmic decision -making systems , and mechanisms 
of detention, exclusion, and social control are increasingly shaping migration and 
border policies across Europe. Many of these technologies and practices have 
been developed, tested, or refined in contexts of war, occupation, and genocide  
in places like Palestine, Sudan, and Congo , before being adapted for use in 
migration management and internal security regimes. As these systems expand, 
racialised communities — including migrants, refugees, Muslims, Black 
communities, Roma people, and ra cialised LGBTIQ+ people — are often among 
those most exposed to their harms and least able to challenge them.    

Racialised queer refugees face interconnected forms of structural and colonial 
violence at every stage of their journey. Many of the laws used to criminalise 
LGBTIQ+ people across Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean were introduced under 
European colonial rule . Colonial administrations also imposed rigid gender binaries 
and social hierarchies that continue to shape exclusion today. At the same time, 
the legacies of colonial extraction, unequal economic relations, and geopolitical 
intervention have contributed to conditions that force many people to migrate .2  

Yet when racialised queer people flee persecution and precarity, they encounter 
a violent and racist European mobility governance architecture. They are 
confronted by asylum systems that too often reproduce racial hierarchies, 
discriminatory policing pract ices, AI -driven surveillance, detention and deportation 
regimes, and face criminalisation and barriers to justice. The harms they seek to 
escape are not simply left behind at Europe's borders; they are reconfigured within 
the very institutions that claim t o offer protection.  

This contradiction lies at the heart of the EU’s claim to moral leadership on 
LGBTIQ+ rights . Pride celebrations and declarations of equality sit alongside 
policies that facilitate the exclusion, detention, and deportation of racialised queer 
people. In this sense, the celebration of queer rights risks becoming a form of 
pinkwashing: allowing Eur ope to present itself as a protector of LGBTIQ+ 
communities while racialised queer bodies remain disproportionately exposed to 
violence and exc lusion at its borders, within its asylum systems, in its institutions, 
and on its streets.  

We issue this statement not simply to mark World Refugee Day or to seek 
institutional recognition. We issue it as a call to solidarity : to amplify the voices of 
racialised queer refugees, strengthen collective resistance, and build power within 
and across our communities.  

Across Europe, movements are already laying the foundations for this work. In 
March 2026, seven feminist organisations  –  including trans -led, Black -led, and 

 

2 https://www.enar -eu.org/if -one -is -black -one -is -targeted -enar -new -report -documents -europes -
two -tier -border -system/   
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migrant -led groups  –  launched  the Transfeminist Solidarity Manifesto 3 articulating 
a shared vision of liberation grounded in collective care, justice, and resistance . 
The WeKeepUsSafe campaign 4, led  by Equinox , is mobilising communities across 
Europe against the Deportation Regulation, organising local resistance to 
deportations and the broader systems of violence targeting racialised groups . 
Organisations such as  Queers tion Media, ENAR, and countless grassroots 
movements across Europe continue to centre  the experiences and demands of 
racialised, migrant, refugee, and asylum -seeking LGBTIQ+ people .  

This is the work that matters. Building connections across borders and struggles. 
Rejecting attempts to weaponise queer and women's rights in service of racism 
and exclusion. Defending the right of all people to move, belong, and live with 
dignity. And ins isting that liberation cannot be selective:  there can be no genuine 
queer freedom while borders, detention, deportation, and racial violence 
continue to define the lives of so many.  

As we commemorate the lives and struggles of refugees on this day, we also have 
demands:  

- We demand the end of border violence and militarisation .  

- We demand the dismantling of Fortress Europe and the carceral economy  
that sustains it.  

- We demand an end to police violence, racial profiling, and denial of access 
to justice .  

- We demand that funding go  to organisations led by raciali sed and migrant 
LGBTIQ+ people .  

- We demand community building across struggles : LGBTIQ+ groups 
connecting with migrant justice organisations, feminist movements 
anchoring themselves in anti -racism and decoloni ality , antiracist 
organisations interrogating where queer and trans people sit in their 
strategic work and power , movements building relationships of 
accountability and care alongside each other.  

We refuse to speak of queer liberation in isolation from the liberation of all those 
oppressed by white supremacy, capitalism, patriarchy, c olonialism, and other 
systems of domination . We commit to building with racialised queer refugees, not 
for them; to centring their voices, experiences, and leadership in the struggles that 
shape their lives.  

We stand with the understanding that guided Sylvia Rivera throughout her life: no 
one is free until everyone is free ! 

This statement is open for signature from organisations, collectives, and 
networks committed to transfeminist solidarity and decolonial liberation.  

 

3 https://tgeu.org/seven -feminist -organisations -across -europe -launch -joint -manifesto -for -
transfeminist -solidarity/   

4  https://www.equinox -eu.com/wekeepussafe/   
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